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REPORT. 



The holding of a National Convention of Carriage-builders 
having been for a long time under discussion by many promi- 
nent members of the craft, it was finally concluded to issue the 
following circular, which was done in July last. 

PROPOSAL 

FOR A NATIONAL CONVENTION OF CARRIAGE-BUILDERS.* 

Dear Sir : The subject of holding a National Convention of 
Carriage-builders has long been under discussion, and it is a matter 
of such consequence to the carriage-building industry, that, in the 
belief of the undersigned, it can not fail to commend itself to the 
approval and support of all members of the trade. 

After consulting with the leading carriage-builders in our several 
vicinities, we have deemed it advisable, in order to more definitely 
ascertain the feelings of our trade on this subject, to issue this cir- 
cular and send it to one or more carriage-builders in each of the 
carriage-making centers, with the request that each recipient of the 
circular will consult with the trade in his section, and in reply give 
an expression of his opinion as to whether it is desirable for the 
carriage-builders of the United States to meet together in general 
convention this fall, that we may become better acquainted with one 
another, and form a more perfect union of sentiment and action. 
Those who favor the project will please sign their names to the an- 
nexed circular, accompanied by the names of as many other firms 
in your section as are friends of the project, and return the same to 
the Corresponding Committee, whose address is given herewith. 

* To prevent any misunderstanding as to the object of this proposed conven- 
tion, its originators desire to state expressly that it is not proposed to agitate, or 
even to touch upon, the question of labor and its reward. 
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In case the committee receives, previous to Sept. 25th, a sufficient 
number of names of those who are willing to interest themselves in 
forwarding the success of the Convention by their cooperation and 
support, it is then proposed, without further notice, to appoint the 
time and place where the first meeting will assemble. In order not 
to delay this appointment longer than necessary, we would propose 
that the first meeting be held in New- York, on the third Tuesday in 
November next, at ten clock a.m., and those acquiescing in this 
proposed appointment, which has been made after much consulta- 
tion, will oblige us by either expressing approval thereof in their 
reply, or their reasons for disapproval. 

All communications, for the present, may be addressed to Charles 
J. Richter, Secretary of the Corresponding Committee of the '* Car- 
riage-builders' Convention," Box 3956, New-York, who will make 
a list of all those who propose to attend the Convention, and, in 
case the number of names received is deemed sufficient to justify 
the calling of the meeting, will see to the proper announcement 
thereof by circular and through the press. 

We urge upon all to whom this circular is sent the importance of 
a prompt reply, that no time may be lost in making this first National 
Convention of Carriage-builders a grand success. 

(Signed) 

Abbot, Downing & Co., Concord, N. H. 

George A. Ainslie, Richmond, Va. 

Joseph Beckhaus, Philadelphia. 

Wm. Bowers & Sons, Baltimore, Md. 

Brewster & Co. of Broome Street, N. Y. 

George L. Brownell, New-Bedford, Mass. 

Came Bros., Portsmouth, N. H. 

Coan & Ten Broeke Carriage Manufacturing Co., Chicago. 

George B. Colflesh, Baltimore, Md. 

Cooling & Lloyd, Wilmington, Del. 

Peter Crocker & Son, Richmond, Ind. 

John Curtis, Cincinnati, O. 

Charles F. Dibble, New-Haven. Ct. 

George C. Eliott, Providence, R. I. 

Wesley Fallon, St. Louis, Mo. 

John L. Freeman, Rahway, N. J. 

Gardner & Fleming, Philadelphia. 

Gregg & Bowe, Wilmington, Del. 

Harvey, Morgan & Co., Concord, N. H 

Hume & Morrill, Amesbury, Mass. 

R. H. Graham, Washington, D. C. 

Hugh Johnson, Detroit, Mich. 

A. J. Joyce & Co., Washington, D. C 
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Charles P. Kimball, Portland, Maine. 
Loos & Williams, New-York. 
J. B. McCrillis & Son, Manchester, N. H. 
McDermott Bros., Washington, D. C. 
McLear & Kendall, Wilmington, Del. 
George C. Miller & Sons, Cincinnati. 
Miner & Stevens, New-York. 
F. D. Parry, Amesbury, Mass. 
T. B. Patten, West-Amesbury, Mass. 
i J. M. Quinby & Co., Newark, N. J. 
W. D. Rogers & Co., Philadelphia. 
A. W. Sanborn & Co., Manchester, N. H. 
O. H. Sargent, West-Amesbury, Mass. 
Sargent & Nelson, West-Amesbury, Mass. 
Shaw & Lippincott Manufacturing Co., Indianapolis. 
Studebaker Bros. Manufacturing Co., South-Bend, Ind. 
R. M. Stivers, New-York. 
A. A. Wheeler, Louisville, Ky. 
Frederick R. Wood, New- York. 
John M. Young, Jr., Washington, D. C. 

This proposal met with general approbation, and so many 
of the " Trade" expressed their desire to participate in the 
meeting, that a committee of arrangements was appointed, 
who issued the following circular calling the Convention 
to be holden, as follows : 

New- York, November ii, 1872. 
Dear Sir: The Committee of Arrangements for the Convention 
of the Carriage- Builders of the United States beg to apprise you 
that it will be held at the St. Nicholas Hotel, in this city, on the 
19th instant, at 10 o'clock a.m., and you are cordially invited to 
attend and take part in the proceedings. 



Abbot, Downing & Co., 

W. D. Rogers & Co., 

Brewster k Co., 

George L. Brownell, 

Cooling & Lloyd, 

C. P. Kimball, 

Miner & Stevens, 

R. M. Stivers, 

George C. Miller & Sons, 

Wesley Fallon, 



of the Committee, 
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The Convention was called to order at the St. Nicholas 
Hotel,Tiiesday, November 19th, 1872, at 1 1 o'clock a.m., by Mr. 
John W. Britton, of the firm of Brewster & Co., of New- York, 
who, after a few well-chosen remarks of welcome to the gen- 
tlemen present, nominated Mr. Clem Studebaker, of South- 
Bend, Indiana, as temporary Chairman. This nomination being 
unanimously approved, Mr. Studebaker took the Chair. Mr. 
John W. Britton was then chosen temporary Treasurer, and 
Mr. Charles J. Richter Secretary /r^? tern. 

After a few remarks by the Chairman, on motion of Mr. 
W. D. Rogers, the Chair appointed as a committee of three, 
Messrs. W. D. Rogers of Philadelphia., I. V. Lloyd of Wil- 
mington, Delaware, and Benjamin Bruce of Cincinnati, to re- 
tire and nominate permanent officers for the Convention. 
During their absence, the following letter from Mr. James 
Goold, of Albany, was read : 

Albany, N. Y., Nov. 15, 1872. 

Dear Sir: I feel honored by the receipt, in due course, of your 
courteous communication of the 9th, in behalf and as one of the 
committee of arrangements for holding a carriage-builders' conven- 
tion, at the St. Nicholas Hotel, on the 19th inst., urging me, as one 
of the oldest active members of the trade, to be present, and in 
some way identify myself with its first convention, and should I be 
unable to do so, to loan my portrait, to be placed over the desk of the 
Chairman. My interest in the reputation and progress of carriage- 
building, as a trade, has suffered no abatement since chosen as a 
profession in 1805. With the weight of more Xh'ssv fourscore years 
and the infirmities consequent, and precarious health, I am con- 
strained to doubt my ability to take any part in the proposed assem- 
blage, and content myself to be represented on canvas. 

The portrait, (the work of a Buffalo artist,) completed last month 
and until now in his studio, has only reached me this morning, and 
is delivered by express marked your address, to go to-morrow, and 
may be returned in the same manner. 

Very respectfully, your friend, 

James Goold. 

Material aid toward expenses, $10, is inclosed. 

This letter was received with applause, and, upon motion of 
Mr. C. W. Acker of Watertown, N. Y., Mr. John W. Britton 
of New York City and Mr. John Curtis of Cincinnati, Ohio, 
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were appointed a committee to draft a suitable reply, express- 
ing thanks on behalf of the Convention for the kind wishes so 
generously expressed in this communication. 

The Committee on Organization then reported by their 
Chairman, Mr. W. D. Rogers, as follows : 

PRESIDENT. 

Hon. CHARLES P. KIMBALL, Maine. 

VICE-PRESIDENTS. 

George A. Ainslie, Richmond, Va. 
John Curtis, Cincinnati. Ohio. 
John Greene, Wilmington, Del. 
Henry Killam, New-Haven, Ct. 
R. M. Stivers, New-York. 
James Cunningham, Rochester, N. Y. 
Wesley Fallon, St. Louis, Mo. 
F. D. Parry, Amesbury, Mass. 

TREASURER. 

John W. Britton, New-York City. 

Secretary. 
Charles J. Richter, New-York City. 

This report was unanimously accepted, and Mr. Studebaker 
then resigned the chair to the Hon. C. P. Kimball, who, after 
thanking the Convention for this testimonial of their regard, 
stated that he thought but few persons, even among those en- 
gaged in the manufacture of carriages, had any adequate 
idea of the extent of the business in the United States, or the 
rapidity of its growth ; and with this view he had spent some 
time in gathering some interesting and prominent facts in re- 
lation to the history of carriage-building and its present con- 
dition in this country. Mr. Kimball here followed with an 
elaborate address, which will be found elsewhere in this 
pamphlet. 

The meeting was then called to order for the formal trans- 
action of business. 

Upon motion of Mr. John W. Britton, of New- York City, the 
delegates were enrolled as follows and received their badges 
of membership : 
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James Goold, of James Goold & Co., Albany, 'N. Y. 

R. M. Stivers, New-York City. 

John Green, Wilmington, Del. 

William H. Wright, Wilmington, Del. 

Evan Thomas, of Thomas & Co., Wilmington, Del. 

Jones Guthrie, of J. Guthrie & Co., Wilmington, Del. 

Geo. C. Robinson, of Robinson & Brother, Wilmington, Del. 

Isaac V. Lloyd, of Cooling & Lloyd, Wilmington, Del. 

Joel First, of First & Allmon, Wilmington, Del. 

Casper Kendall, of McLear & Kendall, Wilmington, Del. 

Samuel D. Paschall, of Thompson, Paschall & Co., Wilmington, Del. 

W. H. Gregg, of Gregg & Bowe, Wilmington, Del. 

Richard Burton, Jr., of Burton & Kerbaugh, Wilmington, Del. 

Henry F. Dure, of Thomas & Co., Wilmington, Del. 

A. B. Clark, of A. B. Clark & Co., Chicago, 111. 

Clem Studebaker, President of Studebaker Bros. Manufacturing 

Co., South-Bend, Ind. 
Wm. Houldsworth, of Houldsworth & Lownes, Chester, Pa. 
P. W. Lownes, of Houldsworth & Lownes, Chester, Pa. 
M. Curley, Thirteenth street, New-York City. 
D. T. Bowen, Ulsterville, N. Y. 
D. W. Baird, Geneva, N. Y. 
George T. Newhall, New-Haven, Ct. 
A. M. Bates, Boston, Mass. 
Ezra Marsh, Newark, N. J. 
Chas. W. Acker, Watertown, N. Y. 

Arthur McGerald, of Frey & McGerald, New- York City, 
Henry Dye, of Hightstown, N. J. 
Joseph Mott, of J. Mott & Co., Bridgeport, Ct. 
D. B. Dunham, Rahway, N.J. 

C. H. Raynor, of C. H. Raynor & Co., New- York City. 
A. Woeber, of G. Woeber & Brothers, Davenport, Iowa. 
John Woodruff, Rahway, N. J. 
A. A. Wheeler, Louisville, Ky. 
William H. Gray, New-York City. 
Loos & Williams, New-York City. 

Lee Chamberlin, of E. Chamberlin & Son & Co., Troy, N. Y. 
W. H. Pray, of Bradley, Pray & Co., Broadway, New-York City. 
Henry Brewster, of Brewster & Co., New-York City. 
George P. Harvey, Supt., Abbot, Downing & Co., Concord, N. H. 
Charles Benedict, Little Falls, N. Y. 
H. B. Osborne, of Osborne & Wicks, Glasgow, Mo. 
John L. Freeman, Rahway, N. J. 
Frank Corsa, of Frank Corsa & Co., Brooklyn. 
Joseph Bent, Thompsonville, Ct. 
George G. Larkin, West-Amesbury, Mass. 
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M. G. Graham, Bath, N. Y. 

William R. Crozier, of W. R. Crozier & Sons, Piqua, Ohio. 
Charles W. Miles, of Beecher & Miles, Milford, Ct. 
George Wilcockson, of Wilcockson & Carpenter, Glen Cove, L. I. 
John W. Britton, of Brewster & Co., New- York City. 
James Long, of Long & Silsby, Albany, N. Y. 
George F. Kimball, of Kimball Brothers, Boston, Mass. 
F. D. Parry, of F. D. Parry & Son, Amesbury, Mass. 
D. Dalzell, of D. Dalzell & Sons, South-Egremont, Mass. 
James Cunningham, of J. Cunningham & Son, Rochester, N. Y. 
. H. P. Dibble, of Bradley, Dibble & Co., New-Haven, Ct. 
Chas. F. Dibble, New-Haven, Ct. 
Frederick R. Wood, New-York City. 
L N. ToplifF, of Topliff Brothers, Elyria, Ohio. 
John B. Adriance, of Osborne & Adriance, New-Haven, Ct. 
H. C. Seabrook, of Seabrook & Smith, New-Haven, Ct. 
Edward Wells, of Wells, Cruttenden & Co., New-Haven, Ct. 
Henry Hale, of Henry Hale & Co., New-Haven, Ct. 
H. Galbraith, of Snell, Spare & Co., New-Haven, Ct. 
Swift & Wiggs, by Mr. Swift, Mt. Vernon, N. Y. 

A. J. Beach, for S. N. Brown & Co., Dayton, Ohio. 
H, Killam, of H. Killam & Co., New-Haven, Ct. 

C. P. Kimball, Portland, Maine. 
William D. Rogers, Philadelphia, Pa. 

B. Bruce, of B. Bruce & Co., Cincinnati, Ohio. 
Henry W. Riddle, of Merts & Riddle, Ravenna, Ohio. 
John Curtis, Cincinnati, Ohio. 

Charles S. CafFrey, Camden, N. J. 

William Bowers, of William Bowers & Son, Baltimore, Md. 

Isaac P. Branin, Chester, Pa. 

Timothy Gilhool, Scranton, Pa. 

W. H. Martindale, of Watkins & Martindale, Ithaca, N. Y. 

George A. Ainslie, Richmond, Va. 

P. V. Shaw, of Shaw & Rose, Albany, N. Y. 

D. M. Lane, Philadelphia, Pa. 

B. Manville, of B. Manville & Co., New-Haven, Ct. 

E. W. Smith, of Prince & Smith, New-York City. 

By request of the Chairman, Mr. John Green, of Wil- 
mington, Delaware, then gave an account of an organization 
known as the " Carriage-builders* Association of Wilmington, 
Delaware," and explained that its objects were to protect the 
members against imposition and to further the interests of the 
** Trade" in that city. He thought its general plan would be 
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adapted to the formation of a *' National Association/* and by 
his request the Secretary read the Constitution and " By- 
Laws" of the said Association. 

Mr. Green then concluded his remarks by strongly urging 
the formation, at this time, of a " National Association," and 
suggested that the success of the same might be greatly en- 
hanced by the formation of local organizations such as the 
one he had just described. 

Upon motion of Mr. George A. Ainslie, of Richmond, Va., 
which was duly seconded and unanimously carried, the 
Chair appointed the following gentlemen as a committee to 
make arrangements for a permanent organization, and to re- 
port at the afternoon session : 

John W. Britten, of New- York City. 

William Bowers, of Baltimore, Md. 

Benjamin Bruce, of Cincinnati, Ohio. 

Henry Killam, of New-Haven, Ct. 

William D. Rogers, of Philadelphia, Pa. 

G. P. Harvey, of Abbot, Downing & Co., Concord, N. H. 

George A. Ainslie, of Richmond, Va. 

On motion of Mr. B. Bruce, another committee was then 
appointed to select subjects to be discussed by the Conven- 
tion during the afternoon session, and to report at the reas- 
sembling of the Convention. This committee consisted of 

Mr. George F. Kimball, of Massachusetts. 
" C. Kendall, of Delaware. 
" C. Studebaker, of Indiana. 
" C. S. Caffrey, of New-Jersey. 
" John Curtis, of Ohio. 

R. M. Stivers, of New-York City. 

C. F. Dibble, of New-Haven, Ct. 

D. M. Lane, of Pennsylvania. 
Wm. Bowers, of Maryland. 
George P. Harvey, of New-Hampshire. 
H. B. Osborne, of Missouri. 
A. B. Clark, of Illinois. 
F. P. Wallis, of Wisconsin. 

" A. J. Beach, of Michigan. 

After a few remarks by Mr. C. Kendall, of Wilmington, his 
Honor Mayor Lewis, of New-Haven, (one of the invited 
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guests,) addressed the meeting briefly, calling attention to 
some interesting facts mentioned in the address of the Chair- 
man. The meeting was then adjourned to 3 o'clock p.m. 

EVENING SESSION. 

The meeting was called to order by the Chairman at 3.45 
P.M. The reports of committees being in order, Mr. John W. 
Britton, Chairman of Committee on Organization, tendered the 
following as the result of the deliberations of his committee : 

The Committee charged with the duty of making a plan for the 
permanent organization of the carriage-builders of the United States 
respectfully report : The name of the Association shall be 

1. **The Carriage-Builders' National Association." 

2. That the officers shall consist of a President, and one Vice-Pre- 
sident from each of the States and Territories represented in the 
Association. 

3. A Secretary, who shall act as Recording and Corresponding 
Secretary, and receive such compensation as the Executive Com- 
mittee shall from time to time determine. 

4. A Treasurer, who shall have charge of the funds of the Asso- 
ciation. 

5. An Executive Committee of seven, four of whom shall consti- 
tute a quorum, who shall transact such business as may be referred 
to them, with full power to transact all business of interest to the 
trade that may arise when the Association is not in session ; that 
this executive committee also be charged with the duty of prepar- 
ing a constitution and by-laws to govern the Association, to be pre- 
sented for discussion at the next annual meeting. 

6. That all members of the Association shall pay an initiation fee 
of $10. 

7. That all builders of pleasure carriages shall be eligible to 
membership. 

8. That the Association meet annually, at such time and place as 
the Executive Committee may determine from year to year. 

Mr. George F. Kimball, of Boston, then moved that the re- 
port be accepted as a whole. This motion not being second- 
ed, Mr. H. P. Dibbfe, of New-Haven, moved that it be consi- 
dered article by article, which was unanimously carried. 

The articles being read and acted upon separately, were all 
adopted but article seven, without alteration ; but after a lively 
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discussion as to " what is a pleasure carriage ?" in. which Mr. 
Beach of Ohio, Mr. Kimball of Boston, and several others 
took part, it was decided, on motion of Mr. Green of Wilming- 
ton, to strike out the word '* pleasure," which was unanimous- 
ly approved. 

On motion of Mr. Studebaker, of Indiana, the convention 
now proceeded to elect officers for the Association. Mr. John 
W. Britton moved that a committee of three be appointed for 
this purpose by thei Chair ; this was amended, increasing the 
number to five, and the following gentlemen were appointed : 



Mr. Casper Kendall, of Wilmington, Del. 
" John W. Britton, of New-York City. 
" William D. Rogers, of Philadelphia, Pa. 
" George A. Ainslie, of Richmond, Va. 
" Joseph Mott, of Bridgeport, Ct. 



During the absence of the above committee, Mr. William 
Bowers, of Baltimore, addressed the meeting on the subject of 
the " Guaranteeing of Carriages." He claimed that the pre- 
sent manner of making guarantees was altogether too unlimit- 
ed, and that some action should be taken to systematize the 
matter. He gave some illustrations of the misunderstandings 
liable to occur under the present system, and also suggested 
some practical ideas as to what might be done to further the 
interest of the manufacturer without encroaching on the rights 
of the purchaser. 

The Committee on Nomination of Officers now made the 
following report : 

PRRSrr>F.NT. 

Hon. C. R KIMBALL, Maine, 

TREASURER. 

y. W. Britton, New-York City, 

SECRETARY. 

W/Lt>ER H. Pray, New-York City. 
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States. Vice-Presidents. 

New-Hampshire E. A. Abbot, Concord. 

Massachusetts F. D. Parry, Amesbury. 

Connecticut Edward Wells, New-Haven. 

Delaware John Green, Wilmington. 

Indiana Clem. Studebaker, South- Bend. 

New- Jersey J. L. Freeman, Rahway. 

Ohio Benjamin Bruce, Cincinnati. 

New-York James Cunningham, Rochester. 

Pennsylvania D. M. Lane, Philadelphia. 

Maryland William Bowers, Baltimore. 

Missouri H. B. Osborn, Glasgow. 

Illinois Henry Willets, Chicago. 

Wisconsin F. P. Wallis, Clinton Junction. 

Michigan Hugh Johnson, Detroit. 

Virginia G. A. Ainslie, Richmond. 

Maine F. Simmons, Union. 

Kentucky A. A. Wheeler, Louisville. 

Iowa ; A. Woeber, Davenport. 

executive committee. 

J, W. Britton, New-York City. 
C. F. Dibble, New-Haven. 
W. D. Rogers, Philadelphia. 
Henry Killam, New-Haven. 
R. M. Stivers, New-York. 
William H. Gregg, Wilmington. 
J. Woodruff, Rahway. 

The ibove report was adopted by acclamation.. ' Hon. C. 
P. Kimball, Chairman and President elect, then arose and de- 
clared the convention adjourned sirie diCy and congratulated 
the members upon the successful organization, and welcomed 
them to the first meeting of the 

'* CARRIAGE-BUILDERS' NATIONAL ASSOCIA- 

TION," 

which was called to order at 5.8 p.m. The report of the com- 
mittee to present subjects for discussion was then tendered by 
its chairman, Mr. Kimball, of Boston, which was as follows : 

1. How can we induce greater uniformity of "tracks".^ 

2. By what means can the present system of guaranteeing work 
be improved.^ 

3. How can we mutually protect each other against imposition ? 
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He believed cooperation to be a power, and here described 
how the revenue tax of 5 per cent on the sales of pleasure 
carriages was removed a few years ago by a meeting similar 
to the present one. He also referred to the unfortunate 
jealousies existing in the trade, and expressed the hope that 
one of the first results that would follow the organization of 
this association would be a better feeling among the members 
of the trade, which might tend to unite many hitherto con- 
flicting interests. 

Mr. Studebaker, of Indiana, then presented the following 
resolutions, which were unanimously adopted and referred to 
the executive committee. 

1. Resolved, Thdii the executive committee of the "Carriage- 
Builders' National Association" be and hereby are requested to take 
under consideration, and report at the next annual meeting, the 
best plan to promote the mutual interests between the employers 
and the employees. 

2. Resolved, That the executive committee be directed to cause 
the proceedings of this convention, including the address of the 
president, to be printed in pamphlet form for distribution among 
the craft. 

Mr. Ainslie, of Richmond, Va., offered the following reso- 
lution, which was adopted : 

Resolved, That the " Carriage-Builders' National Association " 
hereby tender their thanks to the three trade journals, namely, *' The 
v^Philadelphia International Coach-Makers' Journal," "The Harness 1/^ 
and Carriage-Makers' Journal," and "The Hub," for their active 
interest and assistance in helping to bring about the present con- 
vention. 

Mr. George C. Lee, of Lunt & Lee, then came forward 
from among the guests and asked permission to introduce his 
honor Mayor Lewis, of New-Haven, who, in behalf of the 
invited guests, tendered thanks for the courtesies extended to 
them by the convention, and expressed their sympathies for 
the success of the association. He continued by calling at- 
tention to a few statistics, offered in the opening address of 
Hon. C. P. Kimball, illustrating the important rank which 
carriage-building occupied among the industries of this 
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country, and claimed that about one one-hundredth part of 
the entire population of the United States were dependent 
upon the carriage business for support. 

Mr. D. M. Lane, of Philadelphia, then moved that all the 
carriage makers of the city of New- York be cordially invited 
to attend the meetings of this convention, and that the se- 
veral members present be requested to invite all members of 
the craft personally, so far as possible, and inform them of 
this action, which was carried. 

Mr. John W. Britton, of Brewster & Co. ; Mr. Wilder H. 
Pray, of Bradley, Pray & Co., (successors to John R. Law- 
rence & Co.,) and Mr. Rufus M. Stivers cordially invited the 
members of the association to visit their respective establish- 
ments. 

On motion of Mr. Britton, the meeting was then adjourned 
until lo o'clock the following day. 

Third Session. 

Wednesday, November 22, 1872. 

The meeting was called to order by the president at 
10.30 A.M. 

The minutes of the first day's proceedings were read by the 
secretary, and accepted. 

On motion of Mr. John Green, of Wilmington, Del., the 
thanks of the association were unanimously tendered to Mr. 
C. J. Richter, the temporary secretary, for the careful manner 
in which he had kept the minutes of the preceding meeting. 
The president then invited all carriage-builders present, who 
had not already done so, to come forward and sign the roll of 
membership, and pay the initiation fee. This request was 
complied with, and several names were added to the list. 
Mr. John Curtis, of Cincinnati, Ohio, moved that the name 
of James Goold, of Albany, head the list on the roll of mem- 
bership, which was seconded by Mr. Britton, and unanimously 
carried. 

A motion was then made by Mr. W. H. Gregg, of Wil- 
2 
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mington, that " honorary members" be admitted to the associa- 
tion, and that a committee of three be appointed by the chair 
to report as to what shall constitute honorary membership, and 
what position honorary members shall occupy in the associa- 
tion. 

This motion was seconded and unanimously carried, and 
the chair appointed Messrs. W. H. Gregg, of Wilmington, 
Del. ; W. D. Rogers, of Philadelphia, Pa., and Henry Hale, of 
New-Haven, Ct. 

While the above committee were in consultation, Mr. John 
W. Britton moved that Mr. A. A. Wheeler, of Louisville, Ky., 
be appointed vice-president from that State, which was car- 
ried. Mr. B. Bruce, of Cincinnati, Ohio, moved that Mr. A, 
Woeber, of Davenport, Iowa, be appointed vice-president 
from that State, which was carried. 

Mr. Clem Studebaker, of Indiana, then moved that the Ex- 
ecutive Committee be instructed to appoint vice-presidents 
in all the States not already represented, during the interven- 
ing time between this and the next annual meeting. Carried. 

The Committee on Honorary Membership then reported 
as follows : 

Any person may .become an honorary member after their names 
have been handed to the Executive Committee for approval and 
accepted by vote of the association, upon payment of the regular 
initiation fee, with the privilege of seats in all annual meetings, but 
debarred from participating in the proceedings, and that the pub- 
lishers or editors of the trade journals be first on the list free of 
charge. This report was adopted. 

It was moved and seconded that a committee of three be 
appointed by the chair to take into consideration the expe- 
diency of establishing a uniform track for all carriages 
throughout the United States ; also to decide how shall a 
track be measured, said committee to report at the next meet- 
ing of the association. This motion being unanimously car- 
ried, the chair appointed 

Mr. G. P. Harvey, of Abbot, Downing & Co., of Concord, New- 
Hampshire ; 
Mr; James Long, of Long & Silsby, of Albany, N. Y., and 
Mr. C. Kendall, of McLear & Kendall, of Wilmington, Delaware. 
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The following communication was then read : 

" Mr. President : I take the liberty of offering to publish for the 
association in pamphlet form, and free of charge, any report of this 
first convention of the association which may be approved by the 
secretary and Executive Committee. 

(Signed) George W. W. Houghton, 

of "The Hub." 

Mr. R. M. Stivers moved to accept the above, and a mo- 
tion to tender the thanks of the association to Mr. Hough- 
ton for' his kind oflfer was duly seconded and unanimously 
approved. 

Mr. Henry Hale, of New-Haven, Ct, then introduced Mr. 
H. D. Smith, of Plantsville, Ct., one of the invited guests, who 
made a few remarks expressing his best wishes in behalf ot 
the association. 

Mr. E. M. Stratton, editor of the late " New- York Coach- 
makers' Magazine," made a few remarks, and was followed by 
Mr. John W. Britten, of New-York, who urged the impor- 
tance of diflfusing knowledge among the craft, claiming that 
the advancement of each individual member of the trade, whe- 
ther a large or small manufacturer, tended directly to the ad- 
vancement of the whole trade. He did not wish to dictate to 
any manufacturer what class of work he should build, or 
whether it should be high priced or low priced, but he did 
strongly oppose, what every carriage-maker must oppose, cases 
in which manufacturers are selling without profit, thereby 
injuring themselves, their neighbors, and the entire business. 
*• I am willing," he added, ** to take my chance of being suc- 
cessful in making an honest living by my trade, if I can be 
assured that every other member of the craft is making an 
honest living. No carriage-builders, however large and well 
established, can afford to injure the least of the trade. I do 
not care how cheap a man can make a certain class of car- 
riages, or how cheap he can sell it, provided he makes a living 
profit ; but if, ignorant of the true cost of the job, he sells with- 
out profit or at an actual (discount upon the cost, he becomes 
a serious impediment to the entire trade." He thought the 
custom of selling work without being fully posted on the cost 
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of production was very common, and very dangerous ; and he 
advised the greatest care in making frequent investigations 
into the matter, as prices for materials varied or a new class 
of carriage was introduced into the factory. In order to as- 
sist carriage-makers in ascertaining the cost of production, he 
suggested that the following list of representative carriages 
be published, and that such manufacturers as were best ac- 
quainted with each class of work volunteer to make up, during 
the coming year, an accurate statement of every material and 
item of labor entering into its construction, to be presented 
at the next meeting. He thought that these lists might then 
be carefully revised, and published for distribution among 
members of the trade. 

Four-seat rockaway, with sash-door and 2 springs. 
Coup^ rockaway, with 2 springs. 
Coup^ rockaway, with 4 springs. 

Six-seat rockaway, with curtain-quarters and 3 springs. • 
Six-seat " " *• . 4 

Six-seat " " panel-quarters and ^^3 

Extension-top phaeton, 2 springs. 
Half-top phaeton, on 2 springs. 









4 
Six-seat phaeton, on platform-springs. 

" extension-top phaeton. 
Half-top brett, on platform-springs. 

" " on C-springs and elliptic. 

Cabriolet, on 2 springs. 

<< 4 

Victoria on loops, 4 springs. 

Track sulky. 

Track wagon. 

No-top box wagon on half-springs. 

No-top wagon on elliptic springs. 

Shifting wagon with pole. 

Standing-top wagon. 

Buggy. 

No-top Concord wagon. 

Four-seat rockaway, with curtain-door and 2 springs. 

No-top four-seat phaeton, on 4 springs. 

Ditto, turn-out-seat, on 2 springs. 

i, a ^ n 

Pony phaeton, with basket-body, on 2 springs. 
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Pony phaeton, with rumble, on 3 springs. 

with elliptic springs front and C-springs back. 

on 4 springs. 

on 4 springs and rumble. 

with paneled bodies. 
Square-front coupd, on 4 springs. 
Round-front " on 4 " 
Coupelet, on 4 springs. 
Landaulet, with round-front, on 4 springs. 
Landau, on 4 springs. 






II 



Curtain-quarter coach, on 4 springs. 
Panel-quarter " 4 " 

It was suggested by Mr. Britten that the members of 
the association hand to the Executive Committee, from time 
to time, a memorandum of such subjects as they would like 
to have discussed at the next meeting. 

Upon motion, which was carried, the Executive Committee 
were empowered to select such subjects from among the com- 
munications received as they might deem to be of the greatest 
interest to the members, for discussion at the next annual 
meeting ; and they were requested to notify all the members 
what subjects had been selected, some time previous to the 
said meeting. 

On motion of Mr. W. H. Gregg, of Wilmington, Delaware, 
it was 

Rcsoh'ed, That carriage-builders outside of the United States be 
invited to become honorary members of the association, on the 
same conditions that other honorary members are received. 

The names of the following members of the ** Trade Pub- 
blications" were here presented for honorary membership, 
and unanimously approved : 

E. M. Stratton, editor of the late " Coach-makers' Magazine." 

W. N. Fitzgerald, of the " Harness and Carriage Journal." 

J. D. Ware, C. W. Veach, and T. G. Hendry, of the " Coach-makers' 

International Journal." 
George W. W. Houghton, Henry E. W. Campbell, and Clemens 

Petersen, of " The Hub." 
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Mr. H. P. Dibble, of New-Haven, then moved that the 
association instruct the Executive Committee to call the 
next meeting of the association in New- York City. After 
considerable discussion on the part of Messrs. Studebaker, 
Britton, Kimball, and others, the above motion was unani- 
mously adopted. 

Mr. C. Studebaker, of Indiana, then presented the name of 
Honorable Schuyler Colfax for honorary membership ; and 
Mr, W. H. Gregg, of Wilmington, Delaware, the name of 
Honorable Thomas F. Bayard, of Delaware, both of whom 
were unanimously elected. 

It was then moved and seconded that this convention 
recommend the formation of local organizations in all the 
principal carriage-making centers throughout the United 
States. Carried. 

Some remarks were then made by Mr. E. M. Stratton, 
editor of the late Coach-makers' Magazine. The Executive 
Committee were requested to report at the next meeting as 
to what constitutes a guarantee on a carriage, and the neces- 
sitv for it. 

The name of Mayor Lewis, of New-Haven, Connecticut, 
was now proposed for honorary mmebership, by Mr. H. Killam, 
of that city, and was unanimously approved. 

Mr. C. Kendall, of Wilmington, Delaware, then moved that 
the subject of furnishing the members of the association 
with a schedule by which to make up the cost of the various 
kinds of carriages be considered by the Executive Committee, 
to report at the next meeting. Adopted. 

It was then moved and seconded that the secretary cause 
to be printed a list of the various styles of carriages to be 
estimated upon, and to furnish each of the vice-presidents 
with a sufficient number to distribute among the manufac- 
turers in his State. 

The thanks of the association were then tendered unani- 
mously to Mr. Britton and others for their interest in bringing 
about this convention ; also to the president, for the able 
manner in which he had presided over the meetings.; to the 
secretary, for his services ; and to the proprietors of the St. 



NEW-YORK CARRIAGE-BUILDERS CONVENTION. 23 

Nicholas Hotel, for permitting the convention to have the use 
of their reading-room for the meeting. 

Mr. W. H. Gregg, of Wilmington, now moved that this 
association adjourn sine die, subject to the call of the Execu- 
tive Committee, which was carried, at 2.30 p.m. 

Wilder H. Pray, 

Secretary. 




HON. C. P KIMBALL. 



ADDRESS 
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HONORABLE C. P. KIMBALL, 



AT THE CONVENTION. 



Gentlemen of the Convention : 

For the honor you have conferred upon me of presiding over the 
National Convention of Carriage Manufacturers, accept my sincere 
thanks. It has been my good fortune to receive some flattering 
expressions from my fellow-men, and many calls to preside over 
conventions of various kinds, but this I regard as the highest honor 
I have ever received. 

This is the first National Convention of Carriage-makers ever 
held in the United States, and from its action here to-day great 
good is quite sure to come. It should be our earnest endeavor to so 
conduct its deliberations that all future conventions of our brother 
manufacturers may look back to our course with J)ride and approval. 

There is no branch of manufacturing industry that has made 
more wonderful strides during the past fifty years than carriage- 
making; and I believe it is admitted by all that no country excels 
us in the manufacture of light, graceful, and elegant carriages. 
Perhaps a short time spent in bringing before you a glimpse of the 
carriages, not only of the ancients, but of those made one or two 
centuries ago, will serve to bring more vividly to your view the 
constant and successful march we have been making during the 
past fifty years toward the perfect carriage. 

The origin of wheel carriages is so remote that its precise date is 
not known. We find mention of chariots in the most ancient re- 
cords of the human race. They were used by the Pharaohs of 
Egypt, and in Solomon's time were exported to Syria. It appears 
from the ancient Egyptian sculpture and paintings that the con- 
struction of chariots of that time embodied the same principles 
as modern carriages. Wheels were made with hubs, spokes and 
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felloes, and metallic tires, and the poles were crooked near the axle- 
tree, a form not introduced into English carriages until about the 
commencement of the present century. A drawing of a carriage 
with four wheels, used only for religious purposes, has been met 
with, and others with an umbrella-top, the rudiment of the top of 
more modern vehicles. From the sculptured slabs of Nineveh evi- 
dence is obtained of the use of carriages by the Assyrians and other 
contemporaneous nations. 

We find by these bas-reliefs, that the Elamites used, besides 
these chariots, carts drawn by mules, consisting of a flat stage 
faised upon lofty wheels, capable of carrying from five to seven per- 
sons. They were fanciful in finish, and many of them were adorned 
with fringed and embroidered cloth. 

The Romans made use of several forms of carriages. The car 
pentum, a two-wheeled car with arched covering, was largely used 
by the nobility.. 

Covered carriages, highly finished and ornamented, became 
appendages to Roman pomp and splendor; but under the feudal 
system, they became distasteful to the people, and were banished 
under the plea that they served to make the people effeminate. 

During the middle ages, the only riding was on horseback, and 
when, near the close of the fifteenth century, carriages again be- 
gan to appear, they were considered only proper for women and 
invalids. 

In the sixteenth century, the German princes were the great 
patrons of the coach-makers, and seemed to vie with each other in 
the splendor of their carriages. In 1509, carriages appeared gilt all 
over; others were in crimson. The one 'used by the Duchess of 
Mecklenburg was hung with red satin, and gorgeously ornamented. 
The use of coaches then became popular in most parts of Europe. 
The miserable carriage-roads and the narrow streets in many of 
the cities were serious impediments to their general introduction. 
Even as late as the sixteenth century, the people of the highest rank 
in France rode only on horseback, and about the year 1550, there 
were only three coaches in Paris ; but their number seems to have 
increased from that date. 

The first record we have of coaches being hung with straps (what 
we now call thoroughbraces) was the one in which Louis XIV. 
made his entrance into Paris. 

About the middle of the seventeenth century, carriages called 
" Whirlicots " were in limited use in England, and in the time of 
Richard II. his mother was carried away in one, in the flight of 
the royal family during the rebellion. 

The modern coacn may be traced back to the days of Elizabeth. 
Stowe, in his Chronicles, thus relates the history of its introduction : 

"In the year 1546, Guilliam Bowen, a Dutchman, became the 



> 
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queen's coachman, and was the first that brought the use of coaches 
into England. After a while, divers great ladies purchased them- 
selves coaches and rode in them up and down the country, to the 
great admiration of all beholders. Little by little they grew usual 
among the nobility, and within twenty years there became a great 
trade at coach-making." The body was low and heavy, and there 
was great clumsiness about the whole construction ; that we find 
common to all coaches until a comparatively modern period. 

The great rapidity with which the use of the coach spread in the 
latter part of the reign of Elizabeth became the subject of remark 
with the people, and was taken hold of by the satirists, and ulti- 
mately by the legislature. Massinger has noticed them in his City 
Madam, as furnished with their full amount of attendants even 
when used by the richer Londoners. His Annie Frugal demands of 
her courtly admirer 

" My caroch 
Drawn by six Flanders mares, my coachman, groom, 
Postillion, and footman." 

And Bishop Hall asks, in one of his satires, 

" Is't not a shame to see each homely groome 
Sit perched in an idle chariot roome. 
That were not meet some panel to bestride, 
Sursingled to a galled hackney's hide." 

Parliamentary interference was asked for; but when the bill to 
restrain the excessive use of coaches within this realm of England 
was read, on the 7th of November, 1601, it was rejected. But great 
clamor was raised against them ; it was alleged that they endangered 
life in the street ; that they encouraged idlenesSyand luxury ; impov- 
erished the poor and destroyed the trade of a very industrious class 
— the London waterman. But the coach, in spite of all opposition, 
continued to roll on with great success. So rapid was their increase 
in the early part of the seventeenth century, says Dr. Markland, 
that in 1639 upward of 6000 coaches were kept in London and the 
neighborhood. They were generally closed on all sides, and the 
windows were finished with cushions and leather blinds to close 
them, which rendered them liable to all sorts of evil imputations — 
the " sin-guilty coach" being one ; but the most popular and endur- 
ing was the coarse term, " Hell-cart," a word probably first coined 
for them by John Taylor, the Water-Poet — a name he obtained from 
having originally been a Thames waterman, and whose rancor 
against coaches was sharpened by remembrance of his early career, 
and found vent in a satirical pamphlet published in 1623, with the 
quaint title of The World Runnes on Wheels ; or. Odds betwixt Carts 
and Coaches, and which is adorned with a most ungallant wood-cut 
of the world dragged along on coach-wheels by the devil and a 
fashionable lady. The people disliked them so much that it seems 
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to- have operated on the mind of the Itingf, aaid: in r635» ^^^ kin^ pu:b- 
lished a proclamation, in which- he declares^ that the great number 
of hackney coaches of late time seen and kept in London, West^ 
minster, and their suburbs, and the general and promiscuous u^e of 
coaches there, was not only a great disturbance to his ma^'esty, his 
dearest consort the queen, the nobility, and others of place and 
degree, in their passage through the street, but the streets them- 
selves were so pestered, and the pavement so broken up, that the 
common passages were hindiered and made dangerous ; and beside**, 
the prices of hay and provender made exceedingly dear. " Where- 
fore," concludes the proclamation, " we expressly command and for- 
bid that no hackney or hired coaches be used in or suffered in 
London, Westminster, or the suburbs thereof, except they be to 
travel at least three miles out of the same ; and also that no person 
shall go in a coach in said street except the owner of the coach, and 
he shall constantly keep four able horses for the service of the 
crown when required." 

Such an edict as this, so insolent in its tone, so arbitrary and ab- 
surd in its exactions, enables us to measure the distance between 
the sixteenth and nineteenth centuries — between English freedom 
then and as it now exists. 

In r634, the first hackney-coach stand was established in London. 
Garrard thus describes it in a letter to Strafford : 

" I can not omit to mention any new thing that comes up, though 
ever so trivial. Here is one Captain Bailey ; he hath been a sea-cap- 
tain, but now lives on land about this city, where he tries experi- 
ments. Ffe hath erected according to his ability some four hackney 
coaches, put his men in livery, and appointed ihem to stand at the 
May-pole in the Strand, giving them instructions at what rates to 
carry men into several parts of the town, where all day they may be 
had. Other hackney men seeing this, they flocked to the same 
place, and perform their journey at the same rate, so at times there 
is twenty of them together, which disperse up and down, that they 
and others are to be had everywhere, as watermen are to be had at 
the water side." 

The popular clamor against coaches still continued among the 
lower classes, and Mr. Collier, in his curious Book of Roxborou^k 
Ballads, has printed one called " The Coaches' Overthrow : " 

'* Coach-maker<t may use many trades, 

And get enough of means ; 
And coachmen may turn off their jades. 

And help to drain the fens. 
Heigh dotine derry, derry donne. 
With the hackney coaches doune. 

The scythe and Aail, 

Cart and plough tail. 
Doe virant them out of tonne. 
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The coach of the time of Charles is described by " D'Avenant," 
as •' uneasrly hung, and so narrow that I took them for sedans on 
wheels." 

The streets were widened after the great fire and coaches became 
broader, and were closed all round and covered with leather, orna- 
mented with bright nails and red wheels. The coachman took his 
seat upon the box, covered with a hammer-cloth. This seat was 
really a box, and a thing for necessary use ; for in it were carried 
hammer, nails, pincers, rope, and other articles wherewith to re- 
pair the coach in case of accident, and the hammer-cloth was devised 
to conceal these necessary remedies for broken wheels and shivered 
panels — accidents common in days of bad paving and worse light- 
ing, when sewers were left open when undergoing repairs, with no 
light but a farthing candle in a dirty lantern, to give notice of dan- 
ger to the hurrying charioteer. 

The establishment of hackney-coaches led to that of stage- 
coaches ; and Mr. Markland, in his valuable papers from the diary 
of Mr. William Dugdale, says that they were in use as early as 1659. 
For under May 2d, in that year. Sir William writes, "I set forward 
toward London by Coventry coach ;" he also notes various other 
journeys performed by the same means up to 1680. And from the 
diary of a Yorkshire clergyman, also quoted by the same author, we 
find that in the winter of 1682 a journey from Nottingham, 108 miles, 
to London in a stage-coach, occupied four whole days. Wood tells us 
that the journey between Oxford and London, fifty-two miles, occu- 
pied two days ; but a conveyance, Mr. Markland tells us, was after- 
ward invented, called the flyingcoach, which completed the samejour- 
ney in thirteen successive hours, at the rapid rate of four miles j^er 
hour. The old-fashioned objection to these conveyances still conti- 
nued, and a writer declares that "these coaches and caravans are one 
of the greatest evils that hath happened of late years to the kingdom, 
mischievous to the public, destructive to trade, and prejudicial to 
lands : First, by destroying the breed of good horses, the strength 
of the nation, and making men careless of attaining to good horse- 
manship, a thing so useful and commendable to a gentleman. Se- 
condly, by hindering the breed of watermen, who are the nursery for 
seamen, and they the bulwark of the kingdom. Thirdly, by lessen- 
ing his majesty's revenues." 

The .carriage in use by the upper classes at this period was unlike 
those of the days of Elizabeth, inasmuch as it had springs, so that 
the uncomfortable jolting of the passengers was saved as they 
passed over the rudely-paved streets of London. It was provided 
with a boot. These boots were often alluded to by satirists ; thus, 
Taylor says of the coach, " Like a perpetual Cheatee, it wears two 
boots and no spurs, sometimes having two pair of legs in one boot 
and oftentimes make fair ladies wear the boot ; and if you note, they 
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are carried back to back, like people surprised by pirates, to be tied 
in that miserable manner and thrown into the sea." 

The small narrow carriage, "like a sedan," mentioned by D'Ave- 
nant, of a better class, and constructed for state occasions, may be 
seen at Penthurst, in Kent, where it is shown as the carriage given 
by Mary Queen of Scots to Lord Darnley. Nothing can exceed the 
finish and beauty of the decorations. The hinges have projecting 
ornaments terminating in busts of the Roman emperors, and the 
carving and other ornaments have a finish that could nbt be ex- 
celled; although an improvement in shape and size is here and 
there visible, there is an overruling clumsiness about the whole 
thing which contrasts very forcibly with the modern coach. 

About the commencement of the seventeenth century, there was 
a marked improvement in carriages, but they were still of that 
heavy, clumsy class used by the ancients. The roads were al- 
most impassable in 1703. When Prince George of Denmark set 
out to meet the King of Spain at Windsor, his secretary sent a 
courier in advance to have the people on the high road (who knew 
the holes and sloughs) out in force to meet his grace with long 
poles and other implements to help him on his way. I am there- 
fore inclined to think that our light, airy coaches of the present 
day would hardly have answered the purposes of that time. The 
family carriage of the seventeenth century was indeed a great affair ? 
they were built to suit the whims of the nobility and men of wealth, 
and remained in a family for an age, and were new covered from 
time to time. Browne Willis, the eccentric antiquary, had one 
thus described: *' The chariot of Mr. Willis was so singular that 
from it he was called himself Old Chariot. It was his wedding 
chariot, and had his arms on brass plates about it not unlike a 
coffin, and painted plain black." His acquaintance. Dr. Darrall, 
humorously satirized it in one stanza of "An excellent ballad to 
the tune of Chevy Chase," intended as a good-natured joke on 
Willis, and which reads thus: 

** His car himself he did provide 
To stand in double stead : 
That it should carry him alive 
And bury him when dead." 

A lighter conveyance was now introduced, capable of being drawn 
by one horse, and carrying generally one person, or, at most, two 
with a squeeze. The body of this carriage had a reclining slope, like 
that in use in Anne's reign ; but it must have been a miserable 
conveyance, without springs, and pulled only by a single horse, 
upon which the driver sat in order to save the weight of a box-seat. 
Such was the carriage in use by the middle classes on ordinary 
occasions. 
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Mr. W. B. Adams, in his excellent History of Pleasure Carriages, 
has noted the clumsiness and inconvenience of early continental 
ones in these words: "In 1631, Mary, Infanta of Spain, rode in 
Carinthia in a glass carriage, in which no more than two persons 
could sit. The wedding carriage of the first wife of the Emperor 
Leopold, who was also a Spanish princess, cost, together with har- 
ness, nearly $20,000. 

" In the imperial coaches generally there was no great magnifi- 
cence to be seen ; they were covered over with red cloth and black 
nails. The harness was black, and in the work there was no gold. 
The panels were of glass, and on this account they were called the 
imperial glass coaches. On festivals, the harness was ornamented 
with silk fringe. The imperial coaches were distinguished by 
having leather traces, but the ladies of the imperial suit were ob- 
liged to be content with carriages the traces of which were made of 
ropes." 

About the middle of the seventeenth century, the first attempt at 
a common usage of covered wheel-carriages among the Parisian 
citizens occurred, in the introduction of a vehicle called brouettes 
or roulettes. The body of this was like a sedan chair placed upon 
two wheels, and was dragged by men. The proprietors of sedans in- 
terfered to have them prohibited. For a while they were forbidden, 
but were permitted in 1669, and in 1671 they were in general usage 
among the people. Dupin, the inventor of these brouettes, found 
means to contrive them so that their motion was tolerably easy, 
and his ingenuity concealed his art so well that he was the only 
one who made them. These brouettes were introduced in England 
and used occasionally without springs, but were ultimately improv- 
ed, and in 1760 they were in use in London as well as Paris. They 
were propelled by two men, the man in front supporting the pole 
or shafts, and the man behind steadying the carriage and helping 
to propel it. But the English people did not like at this day to 
borrow the French notions, and the English coach-makers intro- 
duced them into the London parishes, to remove the sick and town 
paupers, making them unpopular, and they soon disappeared from 
the streets of London ; but in Paris they continued in use and under- 
went rapid changes. In 1754, the one-horse gig was introduced in 
France, and was quite largely used in various forms and under dif- 
ferent names. It was called the tilbury, stanhope, whiskey, dennett, 
buggy, chaise, etc., and was more commonly used than any other 
carriage ever introduced, as it was used by the trades-people as 
well as by the higher classes. Previous to this date, there had been 
only carts and coaches — no intermediate carriage, the truckmen 
using carts, the nobility using coaches, the middling classes riding 
horseback or walking. 



■YOKK CARRIAGE-BUILDERS 



He would bniW oni *tay lo Ixiii Ihe laowo, 
'S- (he keminuy 'n all iheVeaunly nnin' ; 
I [ thAuld be » buili ihat U emfdn't btiak ■!' 
fur,' mM Ihe dwcon. i''* oiighty pl"B 



This single extract from the great poet covers one of the most 
prominent sL.ggestions possible to make, and fully and quaintly ex- 
plains the rtefects in nine-tenths of the imperfect carnages made : 
therefore let us all study proportion. 

Again thanking you for your kindness and generous attention, I 
will not longer detain you, but will proceed at once to the business 
of the convention. 




